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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PFOR, SHUM, NU 

SUBJECT: GON INITIATIVES TOWARDS DIALOGUE 

REF: MANAGUA 1638 

SUMMARY: THE GON'S APPOINTMENT OF A COMMISSION TO REVIEW THE 
CHAMORRO ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION (REFTEL) APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN 
SHOT DOWN BY THE OPPOSITION. THERE ARE ONGOING INFORMAL CONTACTS 
BETWEEN THE GON AND THE OPPOSITION TO TREAT VARIOUS INITIATIVES 
SUCH AS ELECTORAL REFOR. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE NAMING OF A COMMISSION OF RESPECTED CITIZENS TO REVIEW THE 
INVESTIGATION OF THE ASSASSINATION OF PEDRO JOAQUIN CHAMORRO HAS 
APPARENTLY BEEN SHOT DOWN BY THE REFUSAL OF MOST OF THE PERSONS 
NAMED TO ACCEPT SERVICE ON THE COMMISSION AND A JOINT COMMUNIQUE OF 
MOST OPPOSITION PARTIES LABELING THE GON'S INITIATIVE A FARCE. 

2. APPARENTLY, ONLY DR. PALMA. A LIBERAL PARTY JUDGE, ACCEPTED 
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SERVICE ON THE COMMISSION HEADED BY MINGOV MORA. THE REASONS GIVEN 
BY THE OTHERS FOR REFUSING SERVICE VARIED. ARCHBISHOP OBANDO DE- 
MURRED SAYING HE DID NOT HAVE THE NECESSARY LEGAL BACKGROUND TO 
ACCEPT SUCH A ROLE. THE OTHER PERSONS OBJECTED TO THE FACT THE COM- 
MISSION WOULD HAVE ONLY A HORTATORY ROLE. 

3. OPPOSITION PARTIES ISSUED A COMMUNIQUE ON APRIL 7 LABELING THE 
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INITIATIVE TO ESTABLISH THE COMMISSION A FARCE. THE COMMUNIQUE WAS 
SUBSCRIBED TO BY UDEL, AGUERO CONSERVATIVES, AUTHENTIC CONSERVATIVES 

THE SOCIAL CHRISTIAN SPINTER PARTY NOT REPRESENTED BY UDEL, AND 
THE NASCENT NICARAGUAN DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT (MDN) LED BY ROBELO. 

THE OFFICIAL CONSERVATIVE PARTY (PCN) DID NOT SIGN THE COMMUNIQUE. 

THE ABSENCE OF PCN SUPPORT LED TO SPECULATION THAT FISSURES ARE 
SHOWING IN THE OPPOSITION AND THE PCN IS GETTING READY TO MAKE A 
DEAL WITH SOMOZA. HOWEVER, ON APRIL 9, THE PCN CAME OUT WITH A 
DECLARATION THAT THEY, TOO, REJECTED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COM- 
MISSION AS BEING TOO LITTLE AND TOO LATE. 

4. THE COMMUNIQUE LAMBASTED THE GOVERNMENT IN GENERAL TERMS FOR 
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS AND SPECIFICALLY THE COMMISSION INITIATIVE 
BEDAUSE IT WOULD HAVE NO POWERS AND WAS ESTABLISHED ONLY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF GIVING A WHITEWASH TO THE GON'S COVERUP OF THE CHAMORRO 
ASSASSINATION. 

5. SOMOZA'S LIBERAL PARTY (PLN) IS ENGAGED IN INFORMAL DISCUSSION 
WITH THE PCN AND OTHER OPPOSITIONISTS REGARDING SOME OF THE OPPOSI- 
TION'S DEMANDS WHICH SOMOZA HAS SAID HE CAN ACCEPT. ON ELECTORAL 
REFORN, THERE HAVE BEEN PCN-PLN DISCUSSIONS IN AN EFFORT TO FIND 

AN ACCEPTABLE COMPROMISE ON THE COMPOSITION OF THE ELECTORAL TRI 
BUNALS UNDER THE PROPOSED NEW ELECTORAL LAW. A TEST OF WHETHER ANY 
PROGRESS CAN BE MADE THROUGH THIS ROUTE WILL OCCUR ON APRIL 11, 

WHEN THE PCN WILL PRESENT ITS CASE IN A SENATE SESSION ON THE 
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ELECTORAL REFORM INITIATIVE. IF THE PLN REFUSES THE PCN POSITION, 

THE PCN WILL PRESENT A STATEMENT WHICH HAS THE SUPPORT OF OTHER 
OPPOSITIONISTS AND THEN WALK OUT OF THE SESSION. 


6. THERE HAS ALSO BEEN A GON CONTACT WITH ARCHBISHOP OBANDO TO FEEL 
HIM OUT ON WHETHER AND ON WHAT CONDITIONS HE WOULD BE WILLING TO 
ONCE AGAIN INITIATE THE DIALOGUE MOVEMENT. OBANDO APPARENTLY HAS NOT 
YET COMMITTED HIMSELF. 

7. COMMENT: THERE IS SLIGHT PROGRESS TOWARD PRIVATELY EXPLORING AREAS 
FOR ACCOMMODATION BETWEEN THE ANTI- AND PRO-SOMOZA FORCES. A 
FORMAL DIALOGUE AGAIN APPEARS TO BE EVENTUALLY POSSIBLE IN THE 
FUTURE, , ALTHOUGH OPPOSITION CORRDINATION COULD BE SEVERELY 
STRAINED, IF NOT COMPLETELY DISRUPTED, BY THE INITIATION OF SUCH 
TALKS. THE PCN IS STILL COORDINATING ITS POSITIONS IN CONGRESS WITH 

THE OTHER OPPOSITION PARTIES. 

SOLAUN 
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